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Title: Expandable Structure 


Information Disclosure Statement 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.56, applicant wishes to call the attention of the Examiner to 
the following documents: 

United States Patents 
U.S. Patent No. Patentee Issue Date 

3,633,326 McKnight et al. 01-11-1972 

4,606,959 Hillinger 08-19-1986 

5,006,391 Biersach 04-09-1991 

5,215,248 Moser 06-01-1993 

5,683,781 Komareketal. 11-04-1997 

5,875,596 Muller 03-02-1999 
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Copies of these documents are submitted herewith along with Form PTO-SB/08A. 

Applicant respectfully requests that these documents be expressly considered during the 
prosecution of this application and made of record herein and appear among the "documents cited" on 
any patent to issue herefrom. 

Respectfully submitted, 


By: 

David R. J. Stiennon, Reg. No. 33212 
Attorney for Applicant 
Lathrop & Clark 
740 Regent Street, Suite 400 
P. O. Box 1507 
Madison, Wisconsin 53701 
(608) 257-7766 
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r PTO75B/08A (10-96) 
proved for use through 10/31/99. OMB 0651-0031 

Please type a plus sign (+) inside this box EB Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control 
number. 


Suh^titutp for form 144QA/PTO 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
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Cite 
No. 1 


U.S. Patent Document 


Number 


Kind Code 2 
(If known) 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Date of Publication 
of Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages or 
Relevant Figures Appear 


3,633,326 
4,606,959 
5,006,391 
5,215,248 
5,683,781 
5,875,596 


McKnight et al. 
Hillinger 
Biersach 
Moser 

Komarek et al. 
Muller 


01-11-1972 
08-19-1986 
04-09-1991 
06-01-1993 
11-04-1997 
03-02-1999 
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Foreign Patent Document 


Examiner 
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Cite 
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Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
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Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Examiner 
Signature 


Date 

Considered 


•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code 
(WIPO Standard St.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, th indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the 
patent document. 5 Kind of document by th appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. Applicant is 
to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 0.2 hours to complete. Time will vary dep nding upon the. needs of th individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to th Chief Information Officer, Patent and Trademark Office, 
Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, DC 20231. 


